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NOTES

1.CL Mulla Sadra, al-Shiawahid al-Rubu'hiyali ed. Jalal al-Din Ashtiyani (Mashhad, 1967), 14.
2. Cf. his Risalah Nadq at-Nuqud, ed. Henry Corbin and Osman Yahya (Tehran-Paris, 1969), 625.
3. Muhammad LAhiji, Sharh-e Gulshan-e Rdz (Tehran, 1337 A.H.), 94-97.

4. CfJami', al-Asrdr wa-Manba' al-Anwar, ed. Henry Corbin and Osman Yahya (Tehran-Paris,
1969), 259, 261.

5. CfMullA SadrA, al-Shawahid al-Rububya, 448.

6. Vivecarudamani, 521.

7. S.N. L. Shrivastava, Samkara and Bradley (New Delhi, 1968),

45-47.

8. Lawa'ih, ed. M. H. Tasbihi (Tehran, 1342 A.H.), 19.

9. Ibid, 19.

10. Nihat Keklik, Sadreddin Konevi'nin Felseflaind. Allah, Kainat ve Insan (Istanbul, 1967), 6-9.

11.This and the following expression: clatsu' mkw shin' un appearing in the next paragraph belong to
the technicel tirminology of the celebrated Japanese Zen master t)6gen (1200.1253 C.E.).

12.The following description is an elaboration of what Lahiji says about these technical terms in his
Sharhe Gulshan-e Raz ("Commentary on the Gulshan-e Raz"), 26~27¢

13.For an analysis of the Confucian concept of ,,chaos* see my essay, "The Archetypal Image of
Chaos in Chuang Tzu: The Problem of the Mythopoeic Level of Discourse, Celestial Journey: Far
Eastern Ways of Thinking (Ashland Oregon: white Cloud Press, 1995).

14.The same metaphor is very frequently used for @ similar purpose in Oriental philosophy. Thus, to
give one more example, Chu Tzu, (1130-1200 c.E.), a famous Confucian philosopher of the Sung dynasty,
remarks, on the problem of how the Supreme Ultimate (¢'ai chi) is related to its manifestations in the
physical world, that the Supreme Ultimate in relation to multiplicity is just like the moon which is
reflected in many rivers and lakes and is visible everywhere without being really divided up into many.
(Cf. Chu Tzu Yii Lei, Book 94).

15.Gulshan-e Radz, v.127, 100. Cf. LAhiji's Commentary, 101. See chapter two of this book for a
filler discussion of light and darkness in Shabestari's Gulshan-e Raz.

16. Amuli, Jarni'al-Asrdr, p.113.591.

17.Lawa'ih, 61.

18.0n the distinction between the ornamental and the cognitive function of metaphors, see Marcus B.
Hester, The Meaning of Poetic Metaphor, (The Hague-Paris, 1967), Introduction.

19.Ludwig Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations. Translated by GEM. Anscombe (New York:
MacMillan, 1953), 213.

20.Amuli, Jami' al-Asrdr, 217, 221.

21.1Ibid., 113.

22.1bid., 113-115.

23.CL my Sufisin and Taoism: Key Philosophic Concepts ($er-keley: University ot' (California Press,
1983), 358-367.

24.Gulshan-e Raz, v.15, 19.

25.An interesting correspondence is recorded in the writings of Zen master t)bgen, commenting on
the same situation in his Shobogenzo (I1l, Gen Jo KO An): "If a man on board a ship turns his eyes toward
the shore, he erroneously thinks that it is the shore that is moving. But if he examines his ship, he realizes
that it is the ship that is moving on. Just in a similar way, if man forms for himself a false view of his own



ego and considers on that basis the things in the world, he is liable to have a mistaken view of his own
mind-nature as if it were a self-subsistent entity. If, however, he comes to know the truth of the matter
through immediate experience (corresponding to the experience of find' in Islam) and goes back to the
very source of all things (corresponding to the Islamic idea of 'existence' in its original state of Unity), he
will clearly notice that the ten thousand things (i.e. all phenomenal things) are ego-less (i.e. have no self-
subsistence)."

26.Lahiji, Sharh-e Gulshan-e Raz,, 19.

27.Amuli, Jdmi' al-Asrar, 106-107.

28.This is known as the stage at which "existence" is conceived as id bi-shart magsami, i.e. an
absolute unconditionality in which "existence is conceived as not being determined even by the quality of
being-unconditional, The stage corresponds to what Lao Tzu calls the "Mystery of Mysteries" Astian chih
yu hstian) and what Chuang Tzu designates by the repetition of the word wu or "non-existence", i.e., wu
wu, meaning non-non-existence.

29. Amuli, Jdmi' al-Asrar, 161 - 162.

30.1Ibid., 206-207.

31.Ibid., 207-209.



