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According to Plotinus, change and time appear on the second level of emanation with the World Soul in which individual souls are
contained. Unlike the Divine Intellect at the first level of emanation, souls are unable to grasp the time-less truth instantaneously, but
only gradually, step by step, in a laborious process of reasoning. Succession and change are thus mere results of human inability to
grasp everything at once. As in Plato, time is “the moving [and therefore imperfect] image of eternity ;”’but “motion” is understood by
him in a psychological sense, as “movement of the soul”; without this movement time would disappear.
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